
HPE Hyper Converged 250 
for VMware vSphere

Complete infrastructure for your virtualized environments

Based on end-to-end HPE and hypervisor innovation, HPE Hyper Converged 250 for 
VMware® vSphere (HC 250) is a virtualized infrastructure platform that combines powerful 
compute, highly available storage, hypervisor, and management capabilities into a single,  
scale-out appliance. The compact 2U form factor with up to four nodes allows midsize, 
enterprise and remote office, branch office customers to virtualize a variety of workloads 
ranging from OLTP databases to virtual desktops. The HC 250 is production-ready in 
15 minutes and can be used for any IT project where simplicity is key.

Key features and benefits

Management simplified
•	Designed from the ground up to simplify deployment of virtual infrastructure and 

virtual desktops

•	Features wizard-driven startup with (HPE) OneView InstantOn that enables complete 
deployment of virtualized compute and storage infrastructure in under 15 minutes1

•	Centralized management of compute, storage, and virtual machines (VMs) from inside 
HPE OneView for VMware vCenter Server enables an IT generalist to manage the entire 
virtual infrastructure from a single interface without any specialized storage, server, or 
virtualization expertise

•	Pre-configured system that only requires the entry of IP addresses, credentials, and 
VMware vSphere license information to get up and running

•	Expand with ease—using the HPE OneView InstantOn, customers can add the next 
appliance or single nodes to the cluster as easily as the first; seamlessly add the power of 
additional servers and scale storage capacity across the cluster without downtime

1  Based on internal testing July, 2015 of 
an HPE ConvergedSystem 250 with 
HPE OneView InstantOn version 1.0.1
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Virtualization optimized
•	Platform integration with VMware vSphere increases functionality and ease of use when 

provisioning and managing virtualized workloads

•	VMware-certified stretch cluster (vSphere Metro Storage Cluster) capabilities support business 
continuity by keeping applications online during appliance, rack-level, or site-wide outages

•	Provides transparent VM failover across nodes, systems, and sites—bringing you  
worry-free protection in the event of a failure; disaster recovery is equally easy with  
storage-based snapshots and HPE Remote Copy integration with virtualization platforms 
and Microsoft® Windows® applications

•	With built-in HPE Peer Motion, data volumes can non-disruptively migrate data volumes 
from one HC 250 family model to another, or to any x86-based server running any major 
hypervisor and HPE StoreVirtual VSA Software

•	Pre-configured dashboards help visualize system health and performance while optional 
VMware vRealize Operations Manager (vROps) delivers VM-level insight

Hyper-converged
•	Features four individually serviceable servers in a 2U chassis with ability to choose from 

storage configurations that fit workloads requirements for performance, latency and capacity; 
including All-Flash and Hybrid Storage configurations

•	With everything you need in one box, the HC 250 serves both applications and data 
services with four times the compute in 75 percent less space2

•	Provides scale-out flexibility to handle changing workloads while enabling simultaneous 
and linear scale of server and storage resources

•	With over 1 million HPE StoreVirtual licenses issued, millions of VMs running on HPE ProLiant 
servers, and over 50,000 HPE OneView for VMware vCenter downloads, customers can be 
confident that the HC 250 platform builds on proven virtualization expertise

Tech spec name details 

Drive description (24) SFF SAS or; (16) SFF SAS and (8) SFF SSD or; (24) SFF SSD 

Drive types 1.2 TB 6G 10K SFF Dual-port SAS Drive; 1.6 TB, 800 GB, 400 GB Solid State Drive; depending on model 

Capacity 38 TB Maximum Included; 15 TB Maximum Useable; depending on model 

Host interface (8) 10GbE ports or (16) 1GbE ports 

Compatible operating systems VMware vSphere 5.5 or vSphere 6.0 pre-integrated3

Thin provisioning support StoreVirtual Thin Provisioning 

Snapshot support StoreVirtual Snapshots with Application Aware Snapshot option

Replication support Asynchronous and synchronous replication 

Management HPE OneView for VMware vCenter

Form factor 2U

Clustering support Hyper-redundant clustered compute and storage supported 

Availability Redundant power supplies, dual and quad-port NICs, hypervisor clustering, storage clustering, active/active clustering, Network RAID 

What is in the box 2-, 3- or 4-node HPE Apollo Server; VMware vSphere 5.5 or vSphere 6.0 pre-integrated (licenses required); HPE StoreVirtual software; 
HPE OneView for VMware vCenter; HPE OneView InstantOn; Factory installation of all software

Table 1: HPE Hyper Converged 250 specifications

2  As compared to four individual 2U servers.

3  HPE Hyper Converged 250 for VMware vSphere requires valid VMware vSphere Enterprise or higher, and vCenter Standard licenses. VMware licenses can only be removed from the order if it is confirmed that the end-customer 
has a valid licenses in place (Enterprise License Agreement [ELA], vCloud Air Partner or unused Enterprise Purchasing Program tokens).
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The total software package

•	Deploy and control easily using simple management

•	Scale storage performance and capacity linearly by simply adding more HC 250 systems

•	Enhance performance benefits from flash with Adaptive Optimization in Hybrid Storage 
configurations

•	Utilize Thin Provisioning for efficient storage utilization

•	Increase your data storage utilization by transitioning unused storage from a volume with 
Space Reclamation feature

•	Replicate data synchronously across nodes in one or more HC 250 systems for  
beyond-the-box availability with Network RAID

•	Provides business continuity with asynchronous replication for remote sites

•	Increase data protection with no reservation pool, with application integrated snapshot 
capability

HPE Services

Expert HPE storage consultants and service professionals sit with you and your team to 
map your storage needs. Not only can we help you accelerate implementation and reduce 
deployment risk, but we can also help you realize the full value of your storage purchases as 
you transform storage for today’s IT needs.

Advise, transform, and integrate: Navigate through the complexities of storage, backup, 
archive, disaster recovery, and Big Data with advisory, transformation, and integration consulting.

Deploy and implement: Access expertise to support deployment, operations, relocation, 
sanitization, and disposal, plus improvement-focused education.

Operate and support—find the level of personalized, proactive, and simplified support right 
for your business:

•	HPE Foundation Care Call-to-Repair Service—offers 24x7 service, including on 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise holidays, with a six-hour call-to-repair time, where our 
commitment is to have the hardware operational within six hours after your call is opened. 
Software support is 24x7 with a 2-hour response time.

•	HPE Foundation Care 24x7 Service—offers 24x7 service, including on Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise holidays, with a four-hour onsite response time for hardware and a two-hour 
response time for software.

•	HPE Foundation Care Next Business Day Service—offers a next-business-day onsite 
response with coverage available nine hours per day between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. local 
time, on business days Monday through Friday, excluding on Hewlett Packard Enterprise 
holidays. Software support is provided with a two-hour response time.

•	HPE Proactive Care—combined reactive and proactive services provide easy-to-purchase, 
cost-efficient system-level support coupled with personalized expert advice and products 
connected to Hewlett Packard Enterprise to help prevent problems and reduce downtime.
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•	HPE Proactive Care Advanced—builds on and incorporates Proactive Care, gives 
customers personalized technical and operational advice from an assigned local account 
support manager for personalized technical collaboration; provides flexible access 
to specialist skills to help improve business-critical IT; and enhanced critical incident 
management to help so the business is not affected if there is a system or device outage.

Note: Specific service availability varies by product. Get connected and get back to  
business—HPE Technology Services provides the path to get your HPE solutions and 
your business connected to Hewlett Packard Enterprise. This enables our experts to scan 
your system and run health checks to create personalized reports and recommendations 
therefore preventing problems and downtime.

HPE Financial Services

HPE Investment Solutions provide enterprises with the flexibility, agility, and control to help 
accelerate their migration to the new era of compute. HPE Financial Services are designed to 
support customers throughout the transformation, enabling enterprises to leverage a wide 
range of flexible investment solutions. Its offers enterprises investment solutions coverage for 
technology refresh, trade-in, dual usage, and transition services that uniquely align to their 
business needs. For more details, visit hpe.com/us/en/services/financing-capacity.html.

Customer technical training

Gain the skills you need with HPE ExpertOne training and certification from Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise. With HPE ConvergedSystem training, you can accelerate your technology 
transition, improve operational performance, and get high return on your Hewlett Packard 
Enterprise investment. Our training is available when and where you need it, through flexible 
delivery options and a global training capability. hpe.com/storage

Learn more at
hpe.com/info/hyper-converged
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